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Britain to any of those of the Catholic princes on the
Continent, listened to her wish to the effect that as
1565.      a security against future dispeace she would rather
prefer  one of England's nobles, and when to the
astonishment of most Elizabeth bethought herself
of recommending her own favourite, Lord Robert
Dudley, Earl of Leicester, she did not absolutely
refuse him, and accordingly the latter had actually
foegrm to correspond with her.    By such means she
strove to remove the main scruple which had arisen
on  Elizabeth's side, and which proceeded from a
fear lest an express acknowledgment of Mary Stuart
as   England's nearest heir might one day become
dangerous to her own and her Protestant kingdom's
security, should Mary afterwards be united in mar-
riage   to  a Catholic prince.    But  Elizabeth,  after
Laving for a long time laboured with apparent zeal
in behalf of the person proposed by her had allowed
Ler jealousy again to end the matter by refusing
the condition constantly put forth on Mary's side,
that before any such marriage took place her right
of succession to the English throne must be assured
to her by a formal Act of Parliament.

At length Scotland's young Queen impatiently
fastened her eyes upon a relative of her own, her
still younger cousin, who at this time also resided
in England as one of Elizabeth's subjects. Mary
Stuart's grandmother, Margaret Tudor, sister to
Henry vrn. of England and consort of James iv. of
Scotland, after seeing her royal husband fall in the
fight at Flodden against her brother's army, had at
a later period married the Earl of Angus, Archibald
Douglas, who for a length of time ruled Scotland
until James v. her royal son attained his majority,